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From shy wallflower to Miss Personahty

By MARY-ANME THOMSOMN

When Upper Hutt nine-year old
Metecke Wanter started at Arts a Go
Gio 18 months ago she was so shy
shea didn’t participate, ...

MNew the 11-year-ald has just won
Miss Personality and 1st runner-
up In her 9-12 years age group at
the “Aim to Fame®, Littke Miss New
Zealand compatition hald recently
In Auckland,

Ard bacause of her suoccess in the
MNew Zealand wide competition,
Metaske will travel to Hollywood,
USA as parl of the New Zealand
team to attend the Aim for Fame
contast and visit the Disnay set to
=ae performing arts in action.

The ear 7 Maidstona Intermediate
studant told judges she entarsd
tha competition because her dad
always =ays that you havae to uss
any opportunity that comes your
way and when she heard about the
compeatition she thought that it was
an opporiunity she shouldn®t miss.
Meteske came to NZ from South
Africa around six years ago with her
family whe all consider themselves
kiwis thesa days - Neteske ewen
speaks with a kiwl accent.

The Aim 1o Fame Little Miss Maw

Zealand compstition looks for a
“natural, fun loving, emergelic and
c:unﬁdent little girl".

“\We are so prowd of MNetaske," says
Arts a Go Go! Director, Rachel
Main, "She has quiet determination
and talent on stage, parficularly her
comeadic timing. She has come so
far from shy to confident,”

Meteske's  mother,  Marny-Ann,
remembers her first day at Ars
a Go Gol “She was so shy she
didn't participate. Since attending
Arts a Go Go her confidence in
rmaaling and talking to peopla has
grown. She was so good during
har competition interviews! | can
honestly =ay a greal thanks to
Rachel and her drama teacher
Fhoabe for helping her in such a
way."

“Phoebe is such a good person,
and just knew how to get her
involead.

“Tha reason Meteske got Miss
Parsonality is because of Phosbse
and Arts a Go Go and the way they
teach tha kids how fo interact with
other people," Mary-4nn says.

At the Alm to Fame, Neteske had
1o Infroduce herself to the audience
on thae first day.
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Uppar Hutt's Neteske Venter (laft) has just h-alm crowmed Miss Personality and was 1st Runner Up in the National &im
to Fame Little Miss Mew Zealand competition,

Than the contestants - 30 in all -
spent the afternoon together and
had individual interviews with threa
judges.

On the second day, after rehearsals
the girls walked the catwalk in
sports gear and did & group dance.
Faor the finale they all wore white
drasees.

“It Is an amazing event,” Mary-Ann
says, “It Is very age appropriate -
the litthe girls weren't allowed any
make up, it had to be a natural ook,
“Mateska loved evary minute of it."

It was her first compstition and a
great axperiance.

The only other special event she
has done befors, iz a shor film at
the TV and film =school titled *“Tha
Cookie Monstar™. Metesks played
a little scouts gid who tried to sell
biscuits to a mad scientist.

Having enjoyed that, and the
recent compstition, Mary-Ann says
Meteska will now be trying for other

things too.

Meteske's ife is nat confined fo the
ans - she loves sport. She says
she ls a geod netball player, but
has cecided to try hockey this vear,
She plays golf and enjoys athletics,
When Metaske travels to LA with
the Aim to Fama team, which
includes dramafmodels (Metaska's
calagory) and singers and dancars,
Mary=Ann will travel with har. They
will be in LA, Troem July 15-23. Until
then it will be flat out fundraising.
Armyone who can help with this is
asked to contact Meteske and
Mary-Ann via Arts a Go Go.

Arts a Go Go! has drama, dance
and singing classes for kids from
age four through fo teens. They
also offer fun holiday workshops,
programmes in schools and stage
shows., For further information,
please phone Rachel on 04 9777
BAT or wvisit the website www,
artsagogo.co.nz. More information
about “Aim to Fame" can be found

on http:feveww.aimtefame. co.nz/

National
success
result of
hard work
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work,” ba said.

Mr Mightingale zaid the team ware
up against it going into the national
competition a waek later.

"W had a really tight tum around
from the Wellington competition,
and we had never paddled on a lake
before. The distances were longer,
and the guality of the compstition
WS LnkTowT,

"It'= a great result for the students
and the schoal.”

“We ware pretly stoked with



