Thirteen-vear-old Arts a Go Gol drama student
Ea]jn Dale from Trentham has been aslected to
g part of Tol Whakaari: New Zealand Drama
School's production of Welcome fo Thebus, a
Eassinnate exploration of an encounter
etween the world’s richest and poorest
countries in the aftermath of a brutal war.
Tol Whakaari is New Zealand’s foremoat
ﬁram ing establishment for the dramatic arts —
raining actora, directors, technicians and
designera nationally and internationally.
It boasts many well-known graduates includ-
fing Robyn Malcolm (Outrageous Fortune) and
Erik Thomson (Packed fo the Kafters).
Artg a Go Go! drama teacher Debs Rea said
alm would get an incredible amount out of
experience.
“Calin will be working with Toil Whakaar
director Annie REuth, who is top of her field in
Eerfm‘mjng arta, along with the programme's
econd vear acting students.”
Calin recerved Arts a Go Gol'a higheat award
fin drama in 2010, the senior drama cup.
If he needs support in the adult environ-
fment, Rea will be there to give it to him.
“Calin will be playving the part of Scud, a
13-vear-old soldier character, and I have actu-
Eh]lg' hei?in cast in the role partnered with him,”
aald.
Rea, who already holds an advanced diploma
in performing arts, was accepted into Toi
akaarl last vear and suggested Calin for

18 role.
Arts a Go Gol director Rachel Main said she

aa thrilled for Calin.
“Tol Whakaari's aim is to ignite the creativity
in each student and provide them with the

ills of their craft, something that sits along
erfectly with the aims of Arts a Go Gol's

erforming arta classea,” she sald.
Students at Arts a Go Go! have drama
eachers of high calibre come to Upper Hutt to
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Selected: Calin Daleis a little nervous albout
working on Welcome to Thebus.

teach. All are tertiarv gualified and work in
professional theatre, radio and film.

Calin's teacher, Phoebe Smith, was one of
three directors recently nominated for most
promizing director at the Chapman Tripp Wel-
lington Professional Theatre Awardsa.

“It means that if atudents are showing par-
ticular talent and want to take their drama
studies further, they are in excellent hands to
be able to do =s0,” Ms Main said.

And how does Calin feel about this oppor-
tunity?

“I'm a little nervous about working on an
adult play but mostly excited and locking for-
ward to it.” he said.

“I think someone up there must have tipped
over a pot of luck and it landed on me.”

Welcome fo Thebus, by plavwright Moira
Buffini, runs from March 23 till 26 at Tol
Whakaari in Newtown.




